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Abstract:

The World Health Organization project on the Global Burden of Disease quantifies the main causes of
premature death and disability. Changing patterns of physical activity, diet, and alcohol and tobacco
consumption are producing a growing burden of noncommunicable disease in low-and middle-income
countries. This article focuses on a different group of health risks: major health emergencies that do not
respect national borders and have an impact on health and the determinants of health such as housing,
access to food and water, and other life essentials. Health emergencies, including accidents and natural
events, are described, and data on disasters in the Middle East are presented. Disaster response is
contrasted with disaster prevention, and disaster risk reduction is discussed in the context of vulnerability,
climate change, and sustainable development. Finally, the international policy context of disaster risk
reduction is discussed along with opportunities for multidisciplinary and multiinstitutional collaboration and
research. © 2010 APJPH.
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Resource Description

Communication: X

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

A focus of content

Communication Audience: X

audience to whom the resource is directed
Policymaker

Early Warning System: ™

resource focus on systems used to warn populations of high temperatures, extreme weather, or other
elements of climate change to prevent harm to health

A focus of content

Exposure : &
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weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health
Food/Water Security, Food/Water Security, Human Conflict/Displacement
Food/Water Security: Food Access/Distribution

Geographic Feature: &

resource focuses on specific type of geography

None or Unspecified

Geographic Location: ™

resource focuses on specific location

Non-United States

Non-United States: Asia
Asian Region/Country: Other Asian Region
Other Asian Region: Middle East

Health Impact: &

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure
Injury

Intervention: ™

strategy to prepare for or reduce the impact of climate change on health

A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation: &

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

Adaptation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern: &

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts
Low Socioeconomic Status

Resource Type: ™

format or standard characteristic of resource

Research Article

Timescale: @

time period studied

Time Scale Unspecified
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Vulnerability/Impact Assessment: &
resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

A focus of content
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